
 
 

 
AGENDA 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
Thursday January 8, 2015 ● 6 p.m. 

 
To be held in the Council Chambers 

of the Rocky Mount Municipal Building 
located at 345 Donald Avenue, Rocky Mount, VA 

 
NOTE: Anyone wishing to speak during the public hearing 

should sign in at the front table 
 
 

Call to Order and Welcome Charles Hutto, Jr., Chairman 
1. Roll Call of Members Present 
2. Approval of Agenda 
3. Review and Consideration of Minutes ~ None at this time 
4. Public Hearing 

a. Ferguson Land & Lumber Company, Inc. requests a variance from 
Article 6-4-4 of the Zoning & Development Ordinance which requires 
that properties in Light Manufacturing – M2 zoned areas maintain a 
transitional yard of 60 feet when abutting residentially zoned areas. 
The applicant wishes to construct a 24-foot high drying shed on its 
property located on North Main Street near Trail Drive and known as 
Franklin County Tax Map & Parcel Numbers 2040034801, 2040039002, 
and 2040334900, which will be within the required buffer area. The 
shed will be used for additional drying capacity.  
i. Staff Report regarding request 
ii. Comments from applicant 
iii. Comments from public 

5. Old Business ~ None at this time 
6. New Business ~ None at this time 
7. Board Concerns & Staff Updates 
8. Adjournment 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Chairman Hutto and Board Members 
 
From:  Matthew C. Hankins, Planning & Zoning Administrator 
 
Date:  December 31, 2014 
 
Re:  Variance Request of Ferguson Land & Lumber, Inc. 
 
Members of the Board: 

Ferguson Land & Lumber, represented by Hatcher Ferguson, desires to build a new 
drying shed (location shown on the attached survey map). However, in order to build 
in the location they desire, the building would encroach on the required 60’ buffer 
between R1 and M2 zoning required in Zoning Ordinance 6-4-4. 

The matter has been duly advertised. 
Why is the buffer contemplated? The Zoning Ordinance rightly recognizes that 

high-intensity uses of Heavy Industrial zoning (M2) are incompatible with the peaceful 
maintenance of Low-Density Residential (R1) properties, and institutes a minimum 
buffer to try to minimize the disturbance to the nearby residents. 

 
Ferguson Land & Lumber is in a growth mode. The lumber market has increasing 

demand with a housing market on the rebound and international buyers securing 
contracts to purchase American lumber. In order to increase its drying efficiency and 
increase its output, Ferguson needs additional covered space on its property off North 
Main Street. 

Price Buildings and its surveyor, Ron Yount, have surveyed space currently used for 
outdoor lumber drying and determined that the best location for the building would 
encroach on the required buffer by nearly 31 feet at the point closest to the adjoining 
properties. 

The M2 is currently separated from the adjoining two R1 lots by a solid wooden 
fence. The fence does provide some visual protection, but the uphill neighbor still 
overlooks the M2 zoning; I understand from neighbors that they still encounter issues 
with sawdust. The fence, installed by Ferguson Land & Lumber after the rezoning of 
that property to M2 in the early 1990s, is also in need of repair, maintenance and 
regular upkeep. 

The proposed drying shed would be 24 feet tall, similar to the other similar 
sawmill, kilns and drying racks already in place. 

In order to encroach into the required buffer, a variance would be required. 
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Variances require the Board to find positively on three questions. Is there an 
undue hardship? Is this a unique situation? Will the variance create a “substantial” 
detriment to adjoining properties? 

 
What is the pleasure of the Board?   













Ferguson Land and Lumber Co. Inc. ‐ Variance Request
January 8, 2015 ‐ Adjacent and Adjoining Properties

MAP # ADDY LN 1 ADDY LN 2 ADDY LN 3 ADDY LN 4 SALUTATION TMPN 

1
Benjamin Wayne 
Hartman Tina Melissa Anderson 90 Trail Drive Rocky Mount, VA 24151

Dear Mr. Hartman 
and Ms. 
Anderson: 2040035001

2,3,4
Ferguson Land & Lumber 
Co. Inc.

2040035100, 
2040039001, 
2040039100

5 Ellen H. Robertson 874 N. Main Street Rocky Mount, VA 24151
Dear Ms. 
Robertson: 2040034100

6 Hung T. Nguyen Nga T. Nguyen 465 Bernard Road Rocky Mount, VA 24151
Dear Mr. and Mrs. 
Nguyen: 2040034200

7A Terry L. Gusler
1210 North Main 
Street Rocky Mount, VA 24151 Dear Mr. Gusler: 2040034300

7B Steve C. Jones Barbara Sink Jones 20 Trail Drive Rocky Mount, VA 24151
Dear Mr. and Mrs. 
Jones: 2040034400

8 Doris Amos Bowman P.O. Box 797 Rocky Mount, VA 24151
Dear Ms. 
Bowman: 2040034600

9 Michael J. Patterson Jennifer H. Patterson
407 Timber Ridge 
Road Glade Hill, VA 24092

Dear Mr. and Mrs. 
Patterson: 2040034700

10 Joseph C. Amos Nancey Lee Cooper 80 Trail Drive Rocky Mount, VA 24151
Dear Mr. Amos 
and Ms. Cooper: 2040034800

11 Cecil L. Webb 75 Trail Drive Rocky Mount, VA 24151 Dear Mr. Webb: 2040035500

12 Patsy J. Hubbard
Thomas Hubbard, Jr. & Others 
(Trustees) 5 Ormac Lane Rocky Mount, VA 24151

Dear Mr. and Mrs. 
Hubbard & 
Others: 2040035400

13 Emma D. Wood 115 Trail Drive Rocky Mount, VA 24151 Dear Ms. Wood: 2040035300

14
Nellie Bernard 
Robertson

1569 Old Franklin 
Turnpike Rocky Mount, VA 24151

Dear Ms. 
Robertson: 2040037000
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