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ROCKY MOUNT TOWN COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

DECEMBER 13, 2018 
 
 

The December 13, 2018 Regular Council Meeting of the Rocky Mount Town Council (hereafter 
referred to as “Council”) was held in the Council Chambers of the Rocky Mount Municipal 
Building located at 345 Donald Avenue, Rocky Mount, Virginia, at 7:00 p.m. with Mayor Steven 
C. Angle presiding.  
 
The following members of Council were present: 
  

• Mayor Steven C. Angle  
• Vice Mayor Billie Wayne Stockton    
• Bobby M. Cundiff                              
• Robert L. Moyer  
• Mark H. Newbill 
• Jon W. Snead  

 
 
The following staff members were also present:                                          
 

• Allan Arrington, Lt. of Investigations 
• Tim Burton, Waste Water Superintendent 
• Ken Criner, Chief of Police 
• Rebecca H. Dillon, Town Clerk/Executive Administrative Assistant 
• C. James Ervin, Town Manager  
• Edward “Jeff” Gauldin, Water Superintendent 
• Matthew Hankins, Assistant Town Manager 
• Jessica Heckman, Town Planner 
• Mark Lovern, Lt. of Patrol 
• Brian Schofield, Public Works Superintendent 
• Linda P. Woody, Finance Director 

 
   

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Steven C. Angle. 
 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Mayor Angle led in saying the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Prior to the meeting, Council had received the agenda for review and consideration of approval.  
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Motion:  To approve the agenda 
Motion By:  Vice Mayor Stockton  
Second:  Council Member Newbill 
Motion Discussion:  None 
Ayes:  Cundiff, Moyer, Newbill, Snead, Stockton 
Nays:  None 
Action:  Approved the agenda by a unanimous vote. 
 
 
 
SPECIAL ITEMS 
 

• Presentation of Town of Rocky Mount Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the 
Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2018 

 
Ms. Woody  introduced Ms. Emily Viers of Robinson, Farmer, Cox Associates who gave the 
audit report to Council.  The audit resulted in an “unmodified opinion”. 
 
The Finance and Human Services Committee met  prior to the regular Council meeting during 
which Ms. Viers gave an indepth explanation of the audit to members of the committee.  
Chariman of the Finance and Human Services Committee, Council Member Jon Snead, 
recommended to Council to accept the auditor’s yearly report. 
 
 
Motion:  To approve the recommendation of the Finance and Human Services Committee 
to accept the yearly audit which was for fiscal year ended 2018. 
Motion By:  Council Member Snead  
Second:  Council Member Newbill 
Motion Discussion:  None 
Ayes:  Cundiff, Moyer, Newbill, Snead, Stockton 
Nays:  None 
Action:  Approved the recommendation by a unanimous vote. 
 
Let the record show that the Town did receive a clean audit for the last fiscal year ended 2018. 
 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 

1. 90 Woodland Drive  -  Nuisance 
 

A public hearing was held to discuss the property at 90 Woodland Drive to request public input 
and make a determination if the property was or was not a public nuisance.  Mr. Hankins stated 
that the owner of the property at 90 Woodland Drive had been advised by the Town of its intent 
to declare the property a nuisance.  The owner was notified of the public hearing.  The property, 
which was purchased out of foreclosure, has had many problems for an extended period of 
time.  Staff recommended that Council declare the property a nuisance and authorize the 
remediation of the property, putting the costs for repair on the parcel’s tax file.  
 
Mayor Angle opened the floor for public comment but no one came forward. 
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An advertisement was placed in the local newspaper for this public hearing and it was posted on 
the property.      
 
 
Motion:  To authorize the Town to proceed and declare this property to be a nuisance.   
Motion By:  Council Member Moyer 
Second:  Vice Mayor Stockton 
Motion Discussion:  None 
Ayes:  Cundiff, Moyer, Newbill, Snead, Stockton 
Nays:  None 
Action:  Approved the recommendation by a unanimous vote. 
 
Council Member Newbill asked to what extent would the Town expend money on fixing up the 
property?  Mr. Hankins stated that the Town would only spend money to the extent necessary to 
abate the nuisance.   
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Received by Council in their packet for this scheduled meeting were draft minutes for review 
and consideration of approval: 
 

• November 13, 2018 – Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
Discussion:   None 
Motion:  To approve the draft minutes as presented.     
Motion By:  Council Member Newbill    
Second:  Council Member Snead 
Motion Discussion:   None 
Ayes:  Cundiff, Moyer, Newbill, Snead, Stockton  
Nays:   None 
Action:   Approved the motion by a unanimous vote. 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
This month’s consent agenda consists of the following items:  
 
(1) Miscellaneous Action    

• Award of Contract for Meter Installation Services 
Mayor Angle stated that the contract for Meter Installation Services had changed.  Mr. Hankins 
then explained that the contractor did not have a Virginia Contractor’s License to be legal in the 
state of Virginia.  The Town had received nine bids so the original one was declared a non-
responsive bid and the Town proceeded onto the next bid since the cost schedule was very 
similar to the first bid.  
(2) Miscellaneous Resolutions/Proclamations (none at this time) 
(3) Department Monthly Reports  

 
• Community Development Department 
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• Finance Department   
• Fire Department 
• Police Department 
• Public Works Department 
• Wastewater Department 
• Water Department 

 
Discussion:  None  
Motion:  To approve the consent agenda as presented. 
Motion By:  Vice Mayor Stockton 
Second:  Council Member Moyer 
Motion Discussion:  None   
Ayes:  Cundiff, Moyer, Newbill, Snead, Stockton  
Nays:  None 
Action:  Approved the consent agenda as presented by a unanimous vote. 

 
 
 

HEARING OF CITIZENS 
 
Mayor Angle opened the floor to any citizens wishing to speak.  
 
Let the record show that no one came forward. 
 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 

1. Review and Consideration for Approval of the Western Virginia Water Authority 
Agreements 
 

On January 29, 2015 Town Council approved an agreement with Franklin County and the 
Western Virginia Water Authority (WVWA).  The Town will pay debt service on 75% of the cost 
to connect the Town to the WVWA.  The agreement is part of the long term strategic plan for the 
Water and Waste Water operations of the Town, providing a diversity of water sources for our 
citizens, businesses, industries and community facilities. 
 
The Master Financing Agreement that was brought before Council established a 20 year 
amortization schedule with a 3% initial interest rate.  Mr. Ervin stated that there would be two 
phases of the project.  The first phase would be from Iron Ridge Road to the Blackwater River 
and the second would be from the end of the first project to the Town’s Water Treatment Plant.  
Combined together, the total of the Town’s cost for the project would be $1,155,544. The 
WVWA would be paying $385,562 towards the connection and Mountain Valley Pipeline would 
be contributing $300,000. The project cost for the complete interconnection would be 
$1,841,106.  The Town saved a significant amount by partnering with regional entities to 
establish the connection between WVWA and the Mountain Valley Pipeline. 
 
The WVWA approved the agreements at the November 2018 Council meeting and a public 
hearing was held on this agreement in November with an advertised amount of $1,300,000. 
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Discussion:  None  
Motion:  To approve the Master Financing Agreement as well as support documents and 
authorize the Town Manager to execute the same. 
Motion By:  Vice Mayor Stockton 
Second:  Council Member Snead 
Motion Discussion:  None   
Ayes:  Cundiff, Moyer, Newbill, Snead, Stockton  
Nays:  None 
Action:  Approved both agreements as presented by a unanimous vote. 
 

 
 

           NEW BUSINESS 
 

1.  Review and Consideration of Town Holiday on December 31, 2018 
 
This year, New Year’s day falls on a Tuesday.  Council has in the past allocated the preceding 
Monday as an additional Holiday for the Town of Rocky Mount.  The State and the County of 
Franklin will be closed on this day.  Staff seeks your guidance or approval to consider 
December 31, 2018 a Town Holiday.   
 
Discussion: None  
Motion:  To approve December 31, 2018 as a Town Holiday.  The Town Offices will be 
closed on that day. 
Motion By:   Council Member Newbill 
Second:  Vice Mayor Stockton 
Motion Discussion:  Council Member Cundiff stated that the State did not have anything 
to do with the Town therefore the Town did not need to take into consideration what the 
State did.  Council Member Moyer asked how many days Council had given during the 
year 2018.   Mr. Ervin answered only one, due to a snow storm, at the time of this 
meeting. 
Ayes:  Newbill, Snead, Stockton   
Nays:   Cundiff, Moyer 
Action:  Approved the motion by a 3 to 2 vote in favor of December 31, 2018 being a 
Town Holiday with the Town Offices being closed that day.  
 
 
      2.  Review and Consideration of Utility Rate Adjustment 

The last utility rate adjustment for the Town of Rocky Mount was on January 1, 2016.  The 
Town’s rates were generally current based on expenses at the time of the last adjustment and 
staff recommend an inflation adjustment in the rates to avoid a significant increase in rates in 
future years. 
 
Mr. Ervin stated that a 5% increase effective January 1, 2019 would balance the 2016 rates with 
current costs.  The in Town Residential Customers would see a $1.70 increase while the out of 
Town customers would see a $3.40 increase.  Mr. Ervin stated it was important to note that the 
elderly and disabled who qualify for the Town’s special rate plan would not change.            
 
Also, Council Member Moyer requested that as council was considering a change within the 
rate structure, Town Council should also consider extending the existing Elderly and Disabled 
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rate to vacant properties that would be for sale so while property owners have a listing on the 
market, the listing would not be charged with paying a minimum.  The Elderly and Disabled rate 
simply charges per usage. 
 
While Council Member Cundiff asked to discuss the rate adjustment further in closed session, 
Mayor Angle suggested holding a committee meeting and advised Council that perhaps the 
Finance and Human Services Committee could look at the matter.  
 
Ms. Woody stated to Mayor Angle that administratively, tracking all of the properties that would 
have vacancies would be tough to manage.   
 
It was agreed that after January 1, 2019, the Finance and Human Services Committee would 
meet to discuss further the Utility Rate Adjustments and the application of the Elderly and 
Disabled rate to vacant properties. 
 
 

3.   Review and Consideration for Approval of 2019 Town Meeting Calendar 
 

Each year in January, Town Council are presented with a calendar schedule of meeting dates.  
The meeting dates were proposed dates for the calendar year 2019.  Staff asks Council to make 
their recommendation regarding the calendar. 
 
Mayor and Council were in agreement with all dates that were presented with the exception of 
one date that Mayor Angle could not be present at which was March 11, 2019.  That date was 
changed to March 12, 2019.  The Town Meeting Calendar will now go before the Planning 
Commission to be agreed upon and if it is agreed upon, to be advertised to the public. 

 
 
Discussion: None  
Motion:  To approve the proposed 2019 calendar of meeting dates.    
Motion By:  Council Member Cundiff 
Second:  Vice Mayor Stockton 
Motion Discussion:  None 
Ayes:  Cundiff, Moyer, Newbill, Snead, Stockton   
Nays:   None 
Action:  Approved the motion by a unanimous vote. 
 
 
       4.   Review and Consideration for Asphalt Zipper 
 
Mr. Hankins stated that the Town has needs in repair and maintenance particularly where the 
proper equipment is lacking as the right equipment to make the asphalt in an asphalt paving job 
last longer, recycle usable materials into base and make the Town’s repairs more effective. 
 
In the past summer, the Town staff have spent in excess of six weeks repairing damaged 
roadway and ditches on Muse Field Road.  The shoulder was caving in, damaging the roadway 
surface and creating hazards for motorists.  The equipment that the Town currently uses 
requires the removal of asphalt, the rebuilding of the structures, the installation of a new base 
and to repave.  All of those steps result in time away from other needed projects.  The 
pavement results still do not rise to the Town’s management expectations for pavement quality. 
 



6136 
 

 
 

Mr. Hankins requested Council authorize the purchase of two pieces of equipment.  The first 
piece was a Roller priced at $29,500.  Mr. Hankins also brought a quote for a 2017 model priced 
at $9,850.  The lifetime expectancy use for how often the Town would use the Roller would be 
15-20 years.  The funding would come from contingency or from the operations budget. If the 
Roller was purchased, the machinery that the Town currently uses would likely be sold on 
GovDeals.   
 
The second piece of equipment was a milling machine called an Asphalt Zipper.  The Zipper 
creates compacted tailings that can be reused. The equipment was priced at $129,835.   
 
Council Member Newbill asked if the Town would be better off to go to a local bank and ask to 
borrow the money for both pieces of equipment.  Mr. Ervin recommended both items and 
purchasing through a lease purchase agreement for a suitable length of time.  The Town has 
financial vendors that are well suited to doing lease purchase for heavy industrial equipment. 
Funding would come from Public Works.   
 
After discussion between Mr. Ervin and Council, it was decided that Mr. Ervin would bring more 
information to Council by way of a phone call with more concrete numbers and more 
information. 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

1.   Finance and Human Services Committee Meeting met on December 13, 2018 which 
was past the time to be included in the packet. 

 
The information had already been covered in Special Items. 
 
 
 
REFERRALS TO PLANNING 
 
None at this time. 
 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS AND CONCERNS  
 
Mayor Angle spoke highly of Mr. Schofield to Council regarding the good job the Public Works 
men performed during the last snow storm. 

 

 

CLOSED MEETING AND ACTION 

Enter Closed Meeting 
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Motion: To go into closed session under the Virginia Code Section cited below          
Time:  8:07 p.m.                                                                                                                      
Virginia Code Section:                                                                                            

Section 2.2-3711(A)(1)  Discussion, consideration or interviews of prospective candidates 
for employment, assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, 
disciplining or resignation of specific public officers, appointees or employees of any 
public body.  (Rocky Mount Police Department) 
 
Motion By:  Vice Mayor Stockton 
Second:  Council Member Moyer 
Motion Discussion:  None 
Ayes:  Cundiff, Moyer, Snead, Stockton, Newbill 
Nays:  None 
Action:  To go into a closed meeting 
 
Certificate of Closed Meeting Discussion: 
Council certified unanimously that nothing was discussed in the closed meeting other 
than what was stated in the motion to enter the closed meeting.  No action was taken 
during the closed meeting. 
Whereas, the Rocky Mount Town Council has convened a closed meeting on Monday, March 
14, 2016 pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the 
Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, requires certification by 
this Council that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved that the Rocky Mount Town Council hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each members’ knowledge: (1) only public business matters lawfully exempted from 
open meeting requirements under this chapter; and (2) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed, 
or considered in the meeting by the public body. 
 
 
                                                      
 
 
 
               
 
                                                                   ____________________________________ 
                                                                   Steven C. Angle, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion:  To adjourn meeting 
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Time:  8:45 p.m.  
Motion By:  Council Member Newbill    
Second:   Council Member Moyer 
Motion Discussion:  None 
Ayes:  Cundiff, Moyer, Newbill, Snead, Stockton 
Nays:  None 
Action:  Adjourned by a unanimous vote                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
Steven C. Angle, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
  
      
Rebecca H. Dillon, Town Clerk 
 

  


