
 
 

 
 
                                      
                                       PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 ● 6 p.m. 
 
 

Call to Order and Welcome     Janet Stockton, Chair 
1. Roll Call of Members Present 
2. Approval of Agenda 
3. Approval of Minutes 

• January 7, 2014 – regular meeting minutes 
4. Public Hearings 

 ~none at this time 
5. Old Business 

 ~none at this time 
6. New Business 

a. Review and consideration of Planning Commission’s 2013 Annual Report 
b. Review of Dollar Tree Site Plan Approval Process 
c. Discussion regarding Franklin Street-Floyd Avenue and Main Street-Floyd 

Avenue Intersections 
7. Commissioner Concerns & Staff Updates 

a. 20 Spring Street court outcome 
b. Update on Oaks at Rakes Tavern development/overall view of all 

subdivisions 
c. Stormwater/Erosion and sediment control program update 

8. Adjournment 
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TOWN OF ROCKY MOUNT 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

DRAFT MINUTES 
JANUARY 7, 2014 

6:00 P.M. 
 
 

The Planning Commission of the Town of Rocky Mount, Virginia, met in the Council 
Chambers of the Rocky Mount Municipal Building, located at 345 Donald Avenue, 
Rocky Mount, at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 7, 2014, for its regular monthly 
meeting with Madame Chair Janet Stockton presiding.  
 
The following members of Planning Commission were present when the meeting was 
called to order:  Madame Chair Janet Stockton, Vice Chair John Speidel and Planning 
Commission Members Bud Blanchard, Ina Clements, and Derwin Hall. Let the record 
show that Planning Commission Member Jerry Greer arrived at the meeting at 6:05 
p.m., and Planning Commission Member John Tiggle was absent.  
 
The following staff members were present: Assistant Town Manager Matthew C. 
Hankins, Town Planner Patrick Rust, and Deputy Town Clerk Stacey B. Sink. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Madame Chair Stockton asked if there were any additions or corrections to the 
presented agenda, and being none, entertained a motion.  
 
 Motion was made by Planning Commission Member Clements to approve the 

agenda as presented, with motion on the floor being seconded by Planning 
Commission Member Blanchard.  There being no discussion, let the record 
show that the motion on the floor passed unanimously by those present.  
 

 
REVIEW AND CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES 
 
Prior to the meeting, Planning Commission received the following draft minutes for 
review and consideration of approval: 

• November 6, 2013 – regular meeting minutes 
• November 19, 2013 – special meeting minutes 

 
Madame Chair Stockton asked if there were any additions or corrections to the 
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presented minutes and being none entertained a motion. 
 
 Motion was made by Planning Commission Member Clements to approve the 

November 6 and November 19 minutes as presented, with motion on the floor 
being seconded by Vice Chair Speidel. There being no discussion, let the record 
show that the motion on the floor passed unanimously by those present.  
 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
(1) Set 2014 Meeting Schedule 
 
The deputy clerk presented a proposed meeting calendar for 2014, noting that there 
are two regular meeting dates (first Tuesday in each month) which will conflict with 
elections. This typically is an issue for Planning Commission due to several members 
of the Commission also serving as officers of election. Therefore, the presented 
calendar denotes that the regular May and November meeting dates (first Tuesdays) 
are moved to the following Wednesdays.  The deputy clerk noted that there were no 
other meeting dates which conflicted with holidays. 
 
There being no further discussion, Madame Chair Stockton entertained a motion. 
 
 Motion was made by Planning Commission Member Hall and seconded by 

Planning Commission Member Greer to approve the 2014 Meeting Calendar as 
presented (with the May and November meetings being moved to the following 
Wednesdays). There being no further discussion, let the record show that the 
motion on the floor passed unanimously by those present.  

 
(2) Commission’s Preference for Emphasis in 2013 Annual Report 
 

The town planner noted that, with the end of 2013, it is time for the Commission’s 
annual report. Generally, the report details the Commission’s accomplishments 
throughout the year, and also provides some ideas for future planning projects.  
 
The deputy clerk noted that she is able to report on Planning Commission’s 2013 
meetings through a review of the minutes.  
  
Discussion by Planning Commission ensued, with it being the consensus of 
Planning Commission for staff to provide the Commission with a draft report at the 
February meeting.  
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Planning Commission Member Greer noted that two of his main planning 
concerns for the town continue to be traffic flow through the town, centering 
around big trucks which use Franklin Street instead of the preferred Main Street to 
Scuffling Hill Road route as a means of accessing Route 40W, and a continued 
problem with the control of traffic lights and the inability to flip a switch to force 
lights to flashing. He is also concerned about the Floyd Avenue-Franklin Street 
intersection, particularly with the opening of the Harvester as well as the opening 
of two new businesses in the area (restaurant in the old pizza parlor and bed-and-
breakfast at The Grove).   
 
Staff will prepare a draft document and present it for Planning Commission’s 
consideration at the February meeting.  
 

(3) Discussion of Comprehensive Planning Path Forward 
 

The town planner noted that the Town remains overdue for the review of its 
Comprehensive Plan. Staff has devoted much time to the process over the course 
of the past few years; however, staff feels that the guidance of a professional firm 
will be necessary to produce a relevant and succinct planning document. 
Therefore, staff intends to issue a Request For Proposals in the near future to 
contract with such a firm. The firm will help to ensure that all of the requirements 
of the Code of Virginia are met.  

 
Discussion ensued: 
 The cost is unknown at this time. Generally, the cost is variable based on the 

size of the community. 
 The public will be included in the process. The chosen firm will drive the 

process and make sure that the public is included.  
 Planning Commission will be included in both the firm selection process and 

the comprehensive planning process.   
 Vice Chair Speidel and Planning Commission Member Greer volunteered to 

serve on the panel to interview prospective firms. Madame Chair Stockton 
advised she would serve as back-up.  

 
 
COMMISSIONER CONCERNS AND STAFF UPDATES 
 
Assistant Town Manager Hankins gave a brief update on Harvester construction and 
funding.  
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
At 6:49 p.m. and with no further business to discuss, Madame Chair Stockton 
entertained a motion to adjourn, with motion being made by Planning Commission 
Member Clements, seconded by Planning Commission Member Blanchard, and 
carried unanimously by those present.  
 
      
 
             
      Janet Stockton, Chair  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
       
Stacey B. Sink, Deputy Clerk 
 
/sbs 
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